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highest strain of panegyrick1, in a poem called The Remonstrance, by the Rev. Mr. Stockdalefl, to whom he was, upon many occasions, a kind protector.
The following admirable minute made by him describes so well his own state, and that of numbers to whom self, examination is habitual, that I cannot omit it:—
'June i, 1770. Every man naturally persuades himself that he can keep his resolutions, nor is he convinced of his imbecility but by length of time and frequency of experiment \ This opinion of
he may be enabled to pursue that laudable inclination which he has of manifesting his zeal for the service of his Majesty and his Government ;" in other words, that a rascal shall be bribed to support a corrupt administration.' Horace Walpole, in 1757 (Letters, m. 54), described Shebbeare as one ' who made a pious resolution of writing himself into a place or the pillory, but who miscarried in both views.1 He added in a note,' he did write himself into a pillory before the conclusion of that reign, and into a pension at the beginning of the next, for one and the same kind of merit—writing against King "William and the Revolution.' See also post, end of May, 178 r.
1 Johnson could scarcely be soothed by lines such as the following :—
'Never wilt thou retain the hoarded store, In virtue affluent, but in metal poor;
Great is thy prose; great thy poetic strain, Yet to dull coxcombs are they great in vain.'—pp. 16,17. a Stockdale, who was born in 1736 and died in i Sir, wrote Memoirs of his Life—a long, dull book, but containing a few interesting anecdotes of Johnson. He thought himself, and the world also, much ill-used by the publishers, when they passed him over and chose Johnson to edit the Lives of the Poets. He lodged both in Johnson's Court and in Bolt Court, but preserved little good-will for his neighbour. Johnson, in the 'Life of Waller (Works, vii. 194), quoting from Stock-dale's Life of that poet, calls him ' his last ingenious biographer.1 I. D'lsraeh says that' the bookseller Flexney complained that whenever this poet came to town, it cost him £20. Flexney had been the publisher of Churchill's Works, and never forgetting the time when he published The Rosciad, he was speculating all his life for another Churchill and another quarto poem. Stockdale usually brought him what he wanted, and Flexney found the workman, but • never the work.' Calamities of Authors, ed. 1812, ii. 314. 8 ' I believe most men may review all the lives that have passed
ourM/r. ii. 457,4^M».=
